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I. Preliminaries

FFE has organised its 5th international conference in November 2008. The main objective of the two day conference was the introduction of the notion of learning regions. With the aid of the joint organiser of the conference dvv international regional Project Office we had the opportunity to invite Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. EKKEHARD NUISSL von Rein, one of the foremost European experts of the topic and the academic director of the German Institute for Adult Education (DIE) (Germany / Bonn) to learn about the German experiences from his lecture. 

The two day November conference is well known by the theoretical experts in adult education by now. The presenters have examined the current questions in adult education and the state of domestic andragogist training from the point of view of the adult learner.

This year we had the opportunity to invite presenters from three Central and East European countries, thus the participants could find out about the activities of Czech, Polish and Belorussian experts. We have met the invited leaders of the foreign civil organisations at Central and East European events organised with the help of dvv international during the last few years. These earlier specialist events provided the trust and presented the opportunities to get to know each other activities and evaluate the usefulness of these for the members of our own civil organisation. 

This year we joined the one month long event of Hungarian Science Festival. This event was organised jointly by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, civil scientific associations and national institutions. It was very useful for us, that a significant development was undertaken by the event organisers, as a result of this the electronic registration and the submission of the programme was much faster compared to earlier years. Thus our programme was almost immediately visible on the independent web site of the festival. As a result of this more new participants arrived at our conference compared to previous years. 

The five year co-operation with TIT Association Office providing the venue for the conference was very useful too, because the knowledge of the location helped the smooth running of the event. 

II. The content of the conference and the presenters

With the support of dvv international two members of our association participated in the international conference on learning regions in Limerick during the summer of 2008. The ideas gained there determined the topic of our 5th adult education conference. 

We prepared a separate publication in English language including the abstracts of all the lectures of the presenters.  (This publication is attached to this report.)


The total time span of the two day event was 12 hours (720 minutes), during which 27 presenters spoke. 

21 Hungarian experts made a presentation at the conference:

PIRÓTH Eszter, Head of TIT Headquarters, (Budapest)

PORDÁNY Sarolta President of FFE, (Budapest)

Dr. SÁRI Mihály, Head of PTE FEEK, Senior Lecturer (Pécs), 

FEKETÉNÉ DR. SZAKOS Éva, Senior Lecturer, SZIE GTK Humanity, Language and Teacher Training Institute, Pedagogy Department (Gödöllő), 

Dr. NÉMETH Balázs, Senior Lecturer, PTE FEEK Regional Lifelong Learning Research Centre  (Pécs), 

HORVÁTHNÉ BODNÁR Mária, German–Hungarian Adult Education Expert, 

Dr. JUHÁSZ Erika, Head of Department, Senior Lecturer, EKF TKTK (Eger), 

Dr. T. MOLNÁR Gizella, Head of Intstitute, Professor,  SzTE JGyPK (Szeged), 

Dr. KRAICZINÉ Dr. SZOKOLY Mária, Senior Lecturer, ELTE PPK (Budapest), 

Dr. MÁRKUS Edina Senior Lecturer,, DE HPFK (Debrecen)

Dr. HAHNER Péter, Senior Lecturer,, PTE Historical Institute (Pécs)

Dr. DEME Tamás, Senior Lecturer, PPKE, VJK, (Esztergom)

Dr. MARÓTI Andor, retired Senior Lecturer, ELTE, (Budapest) 

Dr. BENKE Magdolna, NSZFI (Budapest)

HARANGI László, Researcher, MPT Andragogy Department (Budapest)

Dr. ZALAY Szabolcs, Lecturer, Drama Teacher, PTE FEEK, (Pécs)

LŐRINCZI Csaba, Special Adviser in Community Education, GlobeEd

Dr. KOVÁCS Ilma, Professor, Budapesti Corvinus University, (Budapest)

VÖRÖS Miklós, Director, Zrínyi Miklós Military University, Distant Educational Co-ordination Centre, (Budapest)

VIGH György, Information Science Customer Manager, Hungarian Post Office. Information Science Service Centre, (Budapest)

DANCSÓ Tünde, Lecturer, Adult Education Expert,  Kodolányi J. High School, (Székesfehérvár)

The following 6 guests made a presentation at the conference

Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. Ekkehard NUISSL von Rein, Academic Director of the German Institute for Adult Education (DIE), (Bonn)

Prof. Dr. Ewa PRZYBYLSKA, Director of dvv-international, Poland

VERAMEJCHYK, Galina, International Public Association “Education without Borders”, Belorussia

TROCHIMOWICZ-WARGA, Zofia, Polish Association for People with Mental Handicap, Tarnobrzeg, Poland

BARANSKA Jadviga, Polish Association for People with Mental Handicap, Tarnobrzeg, Poland

Eva VOSAHLOVA, Member of the Czech National Disability Board, Chairman of the Disability Board of the Liberec Region

III. The participants

The number of participants was similar to earlier years. However changes have occurred in the geographical spread and age-group characteristics of the participants. 

The programme was published on the web site of the association and on-line enrolment was accepted. As a result of this we had many new participants.

1. Table 1. The number of participants of the 5th international adult education conference 

	
	Preliminary enrolments (persons)
	Present  (persons)
	Signed the register (persons)

	1st Day (10th November)
	93
	74
	67

	2nd Day

(11th November)
	70
	60
	45 

	Total:
	163
	134
	112


The majority of participants were only present on one of the days. Approximately 30% of the participants were present both days. As the programme was divided into four main blocks, it can be stated that 15% of the participants listened to only one block. 

We are certain that despite the repeated requests a number of people did not sign the register, thus the total participant figures were higher than those depicted by the documentation.  

On this occasion we did not organise a visit for any student groups, because according to earlier experiences the presence of a larger group created a more “school like” the atmosphere. On the other hand the individual enrolment of the students was very welcomed.  

The majority of the participants are involved in higher education or employees of educational businesses. Some new civil organisations have registered at the conference, that could provide some future co-operation opportunities for us. 

We believe it is a great progress, that the lecturers and leaders of the andragogy departments of the three important institutions in Southern Hungary  (Baja, Pécs, Kaposvár) were present in large numbers.

Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. Ekkehard NUISSL von Rein’s opening presentation was of the greatest interest.

It is a continual concern to us, that there are no experts participating from the smaller towns and villages. We have made no progress in this field. 

The presence of the foreign participants was very useful, because we have little opportunity to get acquainted with the problems and achievements of other countries of the region. The significant number of foreign visitors – in total 13 persons from 4 countries – afforded the opportunity to create a working style suitable to conduct future international co-operations. We found it most significant that a paraplegic Czech colleague volunteered to travel and joined actively in the work. We must emphasise, that without the help of the Czech colleagues, in particular Mr. Jan Vosahlo, we would not have been able to give the necessary support to the paraplegic colleague. It is apparent, that we need to extend our knowledge about the care needs of paraplegic participants for the future. 

IV. Utilising the results of the conference

· A selected number of the presentations from the conference will be published in the January 2009 issue of SZÍN, the journal of the Hungarian Cultural Institute.

· We publish the text of the presentations in our own on-line journal (Adult Education Review). 

· We published the photographs of Mr. Tomas Hlustik, the Czech colleague, pictorially recording the whole conference.

· We supply information – on request – about the concept of learning regions. 

· We strengthen the connections with those foreign and domestic colleagues, who have participated in the conference. 

· We can join a new international project, which is organised around the theme of intercultural learning. 

V. Financial report

· The detailed budget was worked out prior to the conference together with the co-workers of  dvv international Project Office Poland, thus no further financial decisions had to be made during the conference.  

· The preliminary budget was suitably set up, thus no significant changes had to be made during the conference. 

· From the 21 Hungarian presenters 3 did not accept a honorarium (Ms. Eszter Piróth, Dr. Ilma Kovács, Mr. Csaba Lőrinczi), and one of the presenters could not submit a bill on time, thus we could not make a payment to her.

· A larger proportion of the presenters could submit a bill, thus we could spend less than the planned sums on income tax and national insurance contributions. 

· From the savings made we had the opportunity to update our web site, and this makes it possible to operate it communally, so more Association members could participate in operating it (C.P.S.T. Ltd. Mr. L. Czeglédi).  

· We visited Parliament with an English language guide free of charge thanks to a Member of Parliament (Dr. István Balsai FIDESZ-MPP).

VI. Technical comments:

· FFE has very little spare financial capacity, thus we could only organise the financing of the conference expenses arising before the grant support has arrived by a loan from one of our members (Mr. Péter Hahner). 

· For the preparation of the financial report we needed to fulfil the signatory and co-signatory requirements. Our Deputy-Presidents Ms. Eszter Piróth and Dr. Éva Szakosné Fekete landed a hand with this task.

Our future plans:

•
The summary of the conference proceedings will be published on our web site, 

•
In November 2009 as a continuation of the earlier conference series we would like to organise the next (No 6th) conference in co-operation with dvv international.

We would like to thank the dvv international Project Office Poland for their professional and financial help and for the opportunity to invite Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. Ekkehard NUISSL von Rein to be the keynote speaker of our conference. With this successful event FFE and TIT strengthened the professional ties and helped the co-operation between Hungarian adult educators and professors.

A special thanks is due to Ms. Eszter Piróth and her co-workers for providing the location of the conference and helping with the organisation. 

We believe great progress was made in regional co-operation with this successful conference. Special thanks are due to Ms. Eva Vosahlova (Czech Republic), Ms. Zofia Trochimowicz-Warga (Poland) and Galina Veramejchyk (Belorussia) for organising the travel arrangements and collecting the participating foreign teams. 

We would not have been able to organise the conference without the technical and financial support of dvv international - Project Office Poland. Therefore we would like to express our thanks for the support of Prof. Dr. Ewa Przybylska, Managing director/DVV International Project Office Poland on behalf of both the lecturers and the participants. 

Prepared by:

Sarolta Pordány (the President of FFE)

Translated by:

Eva Penney (Microtoll Ltd.)
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